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USDA Designates Yavapai County, Arizona, as
Primary Natural Disaster Area

This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency credit to
producers recovering from natural disasters through emergency loans. Emergency loans can
be used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential items such as
equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation or the refinance of certain debts.
FSA will review the loans based on the extent of losses, security available and repayment
ability.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought intensity value
during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more consecutive weeks or 2) D3
Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional.

Impacted Area: Arizona

Triggering Disaster: Drought

Application Deadline: Jan. 13, 2023
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Primary Counties Eligible: Yavapai

Contiguous Counties Also Eligible: Arizona: Coconino, Gila, La Paz, Maricopa and
Mohave

More Resources

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact
sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. To file
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA
Service Center.

USDA Designates Maricopa County, Arizona, as
Primary Natural Disaster Area

This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency credit to
producers recovering from natural disasters through emergency loans. Emergency loans can
be used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential items such as
equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation or the refinance of certain debts.
FSA will review the loans based on the extent of losses, security available and repayment
ability.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought intensity value
during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more consecutive weeks or 2) D3
Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional.

Impacted Area: Arizona

Triggering Disaster: Drought

Application Deadline: Jan. 31, 2023

Primary Counties Eligible: Maricopa

Contiquous Counties Also Eligible:

Gila Pima Yavapai

La Paz Pinal Yuma

More Resources

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact
sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. To file

a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA
Service Center.
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USDA Designates Pinal County, Arizona as Primary
Natural Disaster Areas

This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency credit to
producers recovering from natural disasters through emergency loans. Emergency loans can
be used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential items such as
equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation or the refinance of certain debts.
FSA will review the loans based on the extent of losses, security available and repayment
ability.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought intensity value
during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more consecutive weeks or 2) D3
Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional.

Impacted Area: Arizona

Triggering Disaster: Drought

Application Deadline: March 13, 2023

Primary Counties Eligible: Pinal

Contiguous Counties Also Eligible: Arizona: Gila, Graham, Maricopa and Pima

More Resources

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact
sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. To file
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA
Service Center.

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your
Farm Meets Conservation Compliance

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to
commodity crop production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation provisions
of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you're proposing to produce agricultural commodities
(crops that require annual tillage including one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on
land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop history prior to December
23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or system that
ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system
on highly erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This
includes Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and
conservation programs; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation
programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance.


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MDkuNjIwMjI4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Zhcm0tbG9hbi1wcm9ncmFtcy9lbWVyZ2VuY3ktZmFybS1sb2Fucy9pbmRleD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.R5RWebDKYe8CTZuLgEH4FUCLZv7tNbn3i5MxfzR9noY/s/1039002400/br/142334392716-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MDkuNjIwMjI4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vZHJvdWdodG1vbml0b3IudW5sLmVkdS8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.AlWzRTqxtwIZPrtdb0khsnSYOx5OZPx_EwA5KfTgTvU/s/1039002400/br/142334392716-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MDkuNjIwMjI4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9ub2RlLzI4OTg5P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.0vlZFhPULM4HMB8XUpMJpgcA8RP3Oj__JoREguj7joU/s/1039002400/br/142334392716-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MDkuNjIwMjI4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzLzIwMjEtMDkvZnNhLWRpc2FzdGVyYXNzaXN0YW5jZS1hdC1hLWdsYW5jZS1zZXB0Li0yMDIxLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.mK5SE52kII1kWK-2JXgZKh4fNjIr2TQjgVS_0HRua5M/s/1039002400/br/142334392716-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MDkuNjIwMjI4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzLzIwMjEtMDkvZnNhLWRpc2FzdGVyYXNzaXN0YW5jZS1hdC1hLWdsYW5jZS1zZXB0Li0yMDIxLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.mK5SE52kII1kWK-2JXgZKh4fNjIr2TQjgVS_0HRua5M/s/1039002400/br/142334392716-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MDkuNjIwMjI4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9mdW5kL2Zhcm0tbG9hbi1kaXNjb3ZlcnktdG9vbD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.cjoAWinB-5NC9CEX2yve08C2IslkXX4aALeML2ZDQPo/s/1039002400/br/142334392716-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MDkuNjIwMjI4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9zZXJ2aWNlLWNlbnRlci1sb2NhdG9yP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.6Ko5exllYa78adSqLtMoDp8vpAyv_O97l2vcVmxwrFA/s/1039002400/br/142334392716-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MDkuNjIwMjI4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9zZXJ2aWNlLWNlbnRlci1sb2NhdG9yP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.6Ko5exllYa78adSqLtMoDp8vpAyv_O97l2vcVmxwrFA/s/1039002400/br/142334392716-l

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual
tillage, you are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and
Wetland Conservation Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into
production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered
highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to implement a
conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the
predominant HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect
wetlands, remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the
wetland conservation provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your
local USDA Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly
erodible land and wetland conservation provisions.

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation
compliance, contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs
of Organic, Transitioning Producers

Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers and
handlers who are transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic and Transitional Education Certification Program (OTECP)
and Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which help producers and handlers
cover the cost of organic certification, along with other related expenses. Applications for
OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022.

OTECP covers:

o Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category).

o Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification
inspections and development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).

e Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).
e Soil testing (75% up to $100).

Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops,
livestock, processing/handling and State organic program fees.

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and
OCCSP cover costs incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022. Producers have
until October 31, 2022 to file applications, and FSA will make payments as applications are
received.

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local
USDA Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and
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handlers will need to provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible
expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through participating
State agencies.

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.

Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers

Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training is
required for all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is
to help the applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a
farm and build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially
successful. Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact
your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved vendors.

Progression Lending from FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered progression lending. Unlike loans from
a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is to help
you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers
through training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA staff
will advise borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and graduate to
commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of their farming operation,
but FSA staff will help in an advisory role, providing the tools necessary to help you achieve
your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local County USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

I
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230 N. 1st Avenue, Suite 506/509
Phoenix, Arizona 85003-1726



https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MDkuNjIwMjI4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9wYW5kZW1pYy1hc3Npc3RhbmNlL290ZWNwP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.E5DodOHrvDavzjAC4PiaN2MYLAujSEB56tHtcAnT-Vg/s/1039002400/br/142334392716-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MDkuNjIwMjI4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL29jY3NwL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.oR_eON_cTOE6CNrqoMZBSlh4dumkMoBf1DxgxNAVsgs/s/1039002400/br/142334392716-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MDkuNjIwMjI4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.ulYkegTSLkZybLBPZKKA5NxkBN1k0Sqs5j_x1e-hkyU/s/1039002400/br/142334392716-l

Arizona Farm Service Agency

Arizona Natural Resource Conservation

Phoenix Office: 602-285-6300 Service

Phoenix Office: 602-280-8801

Risk Management Agency

Davis, CA Office: 530-792-5870




	In This Issue:
	USDA Designates Yavapai County, Arizona, as Primary Natural Disaster Area
	USDA Designates Maricopa County, Arizona, as Primary Natural Disaster Area
	USDA Designates Pinal County, Arizona as Primary Natural Disaster Areas
	Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm Meets Conservation Compliance 
	USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of Organic, Transitioning Producers
	Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers
	Progression Lending from FSA
	Arizona / FPAC USDA

